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Town Passes Historic Residence 
Tax Credit Ordinance

The Town Council recently made 
a serious commitment to preserve 
our surviving historic homes by 
passing a tax credit ordinance. The 
ordinance provides for a 20 
percent tax credit for five years to 
eligible property owners for 
preservation work done to the exterior of their historic 
homes. Because existing state law gives the Rhode 
Island Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission 
(RIHPHC) jurisdiction, the North Smithfield Historic 
District Commission (NSHDC) and the North 
SmithfieldTax Assessor must coordinate with RIHPHC 
to establish the process to apply and administer the 
program, which will likely take some time to implement.   

Interested property owners should contact the NSHDC 
for information about eligibility. Those homeowners 
outside of a local historic district can apply through 
NSHDC for individual property historic designation. In 
the meantime, NSHA will be asking the state General 
Assembly to amend the enabling law to give the NSHDC 
local jurisdiction. 

Visit us on Facebook for updates throughout the month.

Walter Allen House
c. 1802
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NOVEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  
From North Smithfield to Nashville—Meet Dave Rawlings

David Rawlings, an accomplished guitarist, singer-songwriter and record producer lives in 
Nashville, Tennessee, but grew up in North Smithfield. Born in Pawtucket, Dave, along with his 
parents (Linda & Pete Rawlings) and older brother Kenneth moved to Sunnycrest Avenue in North 
Smithfield when Dave was almost 2 years old. Dave loved fishing, searching small streams for little 
creatures, swimming in the summer at the family’s Spring Lake cottage, playing sports, and playing 
“Intellivision” video games.   

 His music participation began with playing alto saxophone in the 5th & 6th 
grade Halliwell School band under Michael Boday, and Dave was the record holder 
for many years of the 134-second longest held note. In his junior year at North 
Smithfield Jr-Sr. High School, he asked for a guitar for Christmas – he and some 
friends wanted to form a band for the spring talent show (they played Neil Young’s 
“Heart of Gold”and won). During his senior year, Dave was playing electric guitar 
in the school jazz band. At the Music Awards Banquet, his teacher Dennis St. 
Germain said that Dave was the most talented guitarist he had ever taught.   
 After a scholarship year in the music program at 
the University of Richmond, VA, he transferred to 

Berklee College of music in Boston, playing both acoustic and electric 
guitar, but more interested in folk and country music than their more 
popular jazz program.  While in college, he played in the Silver Steel 
country band and later with John Hicks and the Revolution, playing 
throughout RI and southern MA.   It was in the halls of Berklee waiting 
to audition for a country performance concert that he met his future 
partner Gillian Welch, who grew up in Los Angeles. Gillian and David (& several others who 
graduated from Berklee) all moved to Nashville in the summer of 1991.   
 For Gill and Dave, it has been almost 20 years building their music careers, writing, 
performing, touring, creating albums now called Americana music, buying their own Woodland 
Music Studio in the late 1990’s, and creating their independent record label Acony Records. Gill 
plays great rhythm guitar, Dave intricate and amazing lead guitar, and they perform with beautiful 
harmonies no matter which one is singing lead. As Gillian says, “Gillian Welch” is a two-person 
band with Dave, and of course Gill is on every Dave album. Between them they have recorded five 
Gillian Welch albums, three David Rawlings (or DR Machine) albums, two “Boots” albums (one 
out this December 11) and have appeared on many other musicians’ recordings.  Their music has 
been nominated for Grammys, an Oscar, and in 2015 in Nashville together they received the 
Americana Music Association’s Lifetime Achievement award for songwriting with a wonderful 
tribute to them from Robyn Hitchcock. Their websites are gill ianwelch.com, 
davidrawlingsmusic.com and aconyrecords.com. A quick Google search for either Gillian, or David, 
(or Dave) will bring you lots of news, videos, and information about this graduate of N. Smithfield. 

Thank you to Linda Rawlings for this biography of David. Linda and Pete are longtime NSHA members.

Gillian & Dave

Dave & His 
First Guitar
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Upcoming Events
*Be sure to like our Facebook page to receive 

updates about upcoming events*
 

Historic Cemetery Cleanup
See NSHA Facebook page.

~ 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020 ~ 6:30 p.m. 

NSHA Board Meeting 
Zoom Video Conference 
~ open to all members ~ 

Email nsha@nsheritageassn.org 
~ 

Friday, Dec. 18, 2020 ~ 7 p.m. 
History Night: Preserving and 

Restoring Vintage Textiles 
Zoom Video Conference 

See Facebook Event for info 

AN EASY WAY 
TO DONATE TO NSHA!

North Smithfield Heritage Association is 
listed as a charity on Amazon Smile! 
Amazon will donate .05% of your eligible 
purchases to NSHA. Shop as you normally 
would at amazonsmile.com, choose NSHA 
a s y o u r c h a r i t y, a n d N S H A w i l l 
automatically receive a donation! 

If you are interested in joining, go to https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598

NSHA History Nights
Undaunted by the COVID crisis, 
NSHA Director of Programs, Freya 
Hainley, continued our monthly 
History Night tradition by turning to 
virtual Zoom presentations. In two 
such events, her brother, Mankato, 
created a wonderful drone video of 
town landscapes and historian Joey La 
Neve De Francesco talked about 
“Rethinking the Gaspee Affair.”   

Visit the North Smithfield Heritage 
Association website for links to view 
these presentations. Also, Freya will 
continue History Nights at 7 p.m. the 
third Friday of every month.  

On December 18, 2020, Kim Hobby 
of Archetype Vintage will talk about 
“Preserving and Restoring Vintage 
Textiles.” See our Facebook Page 
event for sign-in instructions for the 
Zoom event. 

The 1772 Burning of HMS Gaspee 
Painting c. 1892 by

Charles DeWolfe Brownell

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598
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The Camp at Primrose Pond, 1936-1968 
This story is an abridged version of an essay written by Willie Houle that current property owner, Chuck Desmarais, 
shared with the NSHA. Chuck lives high atop the hill opposite Primrose Pond at 69 Pond house Rd. ~ Rich Keene 

 Pepere Emery Demers was born in Canada in 1878. He married Mary, who bore him a son, 
Andre, and three daughters, Philomene, Blanche and Simone. Blanche married Willie Houle. Emery 
bought the camp property from Richard Knight Fort in 1936 after a long search for a lot that 
contained many pine trees. His daughter, Simone, suffered from asthma and the pine scent deemed 
to sooth her condition. At the time, he could see the back of the lot from Providence Pike. The 
property contained a 10 foot easement for electric poles that provided service to the Fort residence 
since at the time, there was no electric service on Providence Pike.  The four acre lot cost $400. 
 Mr. Demers and his son-in-law, Willie, worked for two years to clear oak trees and brush 
from the property. The 1938 hurricane struck and flattened 20 of the large pine trees, sparing only 5. 
They were quite discouraged. However, they cut the trees into logs and sent them to the nearby 
sawmill to be cut into lumber. Unfortunately, someone stole all the lumber two weeks after it was 
delivered to the lot.  

Pepere Demers built a croquet court that became especially popular 
with elderly family members. His brother Joe, “Reverend Joseph 
Demers,” was a priest who enjoyed coming to the camp to work and 
relax. He built most of the roads, and the shed near the croquet court 
and he also helped build the cottage, bathhouses and gazebos (pictured 
to the left). Mr. Demers hired a carpenter from Branch Village, Mr. 
Desnoyers, to build the cottage. During the depression, Mr. Demers 

gave bread to his customers who couldn’t afford it. Incredibly, every one of them helped Mr. 
Desnoyers build the cottage rather than pay their bread bill. 
 Every Sunday, 15 to 30 people would come to visit the camp. Croquet was the favorite 
activity, but visitors also enjoyed tennis, golf, bowling, swimming, horseshoes and baseball. 
Everyone swam together at the Primrose Pond beach in the middle of the afternoon. Afterwards, 
campers ran back up the hill to the bathhouses to get changed. Campers brought their own meals 
from home and would separate into groups to eat in one of the gazebos.   
 Years earlier, a Civilian Conservation Camp was located on the other side of the pond. There 
was also an icehouse there. Train tracks ran by the icehouse and on to a nearby small depot with the 
name Primrose on it. One winter day after a snowstorm, Pepere and I went to check the camp. We 
noticed bear tracks in the snow.  The tracks came across the ice on the pond and returned. It must 
have come looking for food. In the spring, Willie found a large hole under a six foot pile of lumber. 
The bear must have hibernated there.   
 According to town records, Mr. Demers sold or gifted his beloved camp to his brother 
Joseph in 1952. He in turn sold or gifted the property to Blanche and Simone in 1968. Emery 
Demers died in 1969. Mr. Desmarais has owned the property since 1997 and has made many 
improvements, but vestiges of the camp remain. We thank him for sharing this story. Anyone who 
wishes to read the unabridged version, contact nsha@nsheritageassn.com for an emailed copy.
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NSHA Research Team 
Seeks Volunteers

The  NSHA Research  Team  seeks  volunteers  to 
research the  history  of  local  Native  American and 
colonial-era stone features that the team locates and 
documents.  Features  include  stone  walls  and  the 
ruins of farmhouse and mill foundations, as well as 
abandoned roads and trails.
Researchers  will  examine  land  evidence  records  as 
well as colonial and state records to trace ownership 
and potential origins.   
The Research Team holds weekly Zoom meetings to 
share findings.  
Contact nsha@nsheritageassn.com or Larry Smith at 
401-450-4478 for more information.

New NSHA 
Website

Do you want to learn more 
a b o u t l o c a l h i s t o r i c 
preservation efforts?  Visit 
our entirely new website! It 
is full of new and updated 
information about our local 
h i s t o r y a n d h i s t o r i c 
preservation activities, 
research, programs, and 
links to past newsletters.  

We are excited about this 
new site, which will remain 
a work in progress as we 
strive to share all we love 
about our town and its 
heritage with you.

Visit the New NSHA Website at this link:
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/  

Researching historic stone features is 
part of the important work that 

NSHA volunteers perform.
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Exciting News About North Smithfield’s 
150th Anniversary Commemorative Book

Although the COVID crisis will limit the way we celebrate North Smithfield’s 
sesquicentennial birthday next year, NSHA has made a giant step forward with one of 
our objectives. Michael St. Jean’s son, Jacob, has offered to take charge of the 150th 
Anniversary commemorative book. Jake is a college student in Connecticut and 
hopes to receive college credit for his work.  He will focus on the past 50 years of 
North Smithfield’s history, since the centennial anniversary of the town in 1971.  
Some chapter topics of the proposed book include developments in local government, 
housing, commerce, water and sewers, education, public safety, labor, and civic 
organizations, as well as efforts to preserve the environment and the town’s heritage.  
We encourage residents to share photos, documents, and memories for inclusion in 
the book by contacting us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com.     

Forestdale School Restoration Project 
This month NSHA was finally able to award a 
contract to Architectural Preservation Group for over 
$190,000 to restore the exterior of the Forestdale 
School. Already, they have repaired most of the 
holes that squirrels gnawed into the soffits to make 
nests. They also restored the window hoods for the 
front two windows and replaced some clapboard.  
APG will also restore the other window and door 
hoods as well as replace one of the front doors and 
the side door. We also hope to install an underground 
electrical service. 
When the weather warms up in the spring, APG will 
paint the siding, trim, window frame and doors. In 
the meantime, NSHA will apply for more grants to 
re-shingle the roof, restore the windows, construct a 
handicapped access ramp, and construct a cupola.  
Then we will turn our attention to the interior!  
Check out our Facebook Page for more photos!   



�

© Copyright 2020 North Smithfield Heritage Association !7

HISTORIC CEMETERY OF THE MONTH: 
SLATERSVILLE CEMETERY 

Thank you to Gail Denomme for help with this story. 
The Slatersville Cemetery, NS003, sits on 4.4 acres on Green Street and 
contains over 2,197 burials. It is owned and operated by the Slatersville 
Cemetery Association, a non-profit company founded in 1897. (Slatersville 
itself was founded in 1803 by Samuel and John Slater, who purchased 1600 
acres from the Buffum Family.) There are over 180 veterans buried in the 
cemetery: two Revolutionary War; 47 Civil War; three Spanish/American 
War; one English veteran who fought in the Crimean War (Russia); and 

many veterans who fought in the Korean War, WWI, WWII, and Vietnam. 

The first burial, in 1806, was the infant son of John and Ruth Slater, who was laid to rest in the 
family plot. His burial makes the plot the oldest part of the cemetery.  Ruth Slater picked the site for 
the plot, on a tall spot that she could see from her home. The Slaters lost a daughter in 1815.  When 
the church was built in 1816, they moved their home from Green Street to what is now School 
Street, so she could still see her children from her window. The Slaters went on to lose a year-old 
son, a three-year-old daughter, and a 15-year-old daughter in 1822. In 1823, they lost a 12-year-old 
son. Ruth visited her children every night, as if putting them to bed.    

Ruth Slater ‘s father was John Cumberland Bucklin, who owned most of Rehoboth and part of what 
is now Swan Point Cemetery in Providence.  He became upset in 1792, when Samuel Slater built a 
dam for his new mill. Mr. Bucklin and others blew up the dam because it was damaging their 
businesses. How his daughter met John Slater is a mystery. The second Slater child, Elizabeth, 
married Dr. Elisha Barlett in Lowell, MA, but soon moved back to Slatersville. She cared for her 
siblings as well as her nieces and nephews. Although her brothers, John Fox and William, received 
the bulk of the family fortune, she was not a poor lady. Dr. Bartlett was also a professor and poet.  
Both are buried in Slatersville. 

The third Slater child, Minerva, married Dr. John Orne Greene in Lowell, MA. She died giving 
birth. Her son is buried with her. Her mother wrote a letter to her brother Joseph, regarding her 
death. “She knew where she wanted to be buried. On the beautiful green spot on the hill.” John 
Slater died in 1843, and Ruth died in 1867. John Fox and William Smith carried on the family 
businesses.  John F. ran operations in Connecticut, and William in Slatersville. William was a very 
successful business man. He invested in railroad, insurance, and manufacturing businesses. He 
married Harriet Whipple in 1843. Their last born child, John Whipple, ultimately inherited the 
village and mills. He squandered his money on women and yachts until eventually he had to sell 
out, to his cousin William A.     

Capt. Samuel Stiness fought in the Revolutionary War and died in 1816 at age 41. His original 
stone is leaning against the Slater fence. The family erected a tall monument in the North Burial 
Ground where his name is also engraved. We’re not sure if he was moved. Amos Curliss was the 
village barber who lived Main Street. He had a large family and his son served in the Civil War.
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Update on Plans for the 
Memorial Town Building

Since NSHA signed the lease with the town, 
our volunteers have started to clean and paint 
the original Town Clerk and former Planning 
Department spaces on the first floor of the 
Memorial Town Building at 1 Main Street.  
Soon, we will move our historic archives and 
office from Heritage Hall into the office and 
vault. We can finally store our relics and 
artifacts in properly climate-controlled spaces.  
As soon as the COVID crisis eases, Christian 
de Rezendes will film a video tour of the 
building that we will post to our Facebook 
Page and website. We will also reschedule our 
Open House, followed by a virtual Zoom 
Meeting to accept feedback from the 
community about possible future uses for this 
wonderful historic building. Stay tuned!

Heritage Hall 
Unfortunately, NSHA’s Heritage 
Hall at 101 Green Street remains 
closed until the COVID crisis 
passes. NSHA relies on hall rentals 
for almost half of its operating 
revenues, so this closure has 
i m p a c t e d o u r o p e r a t i o n s 
significantly. On the bright side, we 
hope to repaint the hall ceiling and 
at least part of the walls during this 
down time. It will look awesome 
when we reopen! 
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NSHA 2021 Calendars:
Celebrating the Town’s 150th Anniversary

The annual NSHA calendar drive helps us preserve our town’s amazing history.  Our 
hardworking volunteers will do the work, but they need your support. The calendar 
highlights a local historic building or location each month that includes gorgeous 
images taken by local photographers as well as a short history of each location.  
Michael St. Jean, Larry Smith, Christine Keene, and Aleksandra Norton all 
contributed images. 
This marks the final year that New England Images and Print will print these stunning 
calendars. Owner Judy Beauchemin plans to retire at the end of the year. You can buy 
your calendar at local stores for the incredibly low price of $15. Calendars are on sale 
at Wright’s Dairy and Bakery on Woonsocket Hill Road, Village Paint at the 
Slatersville Plaza, Li’l General Convenience Store on Great Road, and Leeway Ace 
Hardware Store on Great Road. We deliver locally for free. Payment by check or with 
PayPal.  
Contact the association at nsha@nsheritageassn.com for more information. Thank you 
for doing your part to promote and preserve our town’s history!                  
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CONTACT NSHA
Email: nsha@nsheritageassn.org ~ By Phone: (401) 477-6394

By Mail: PO Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876 

VISIT US AT 
Website: www.nsheritageassn.org 

Facebook: @northsmithfieldheritage
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Please Support Local Historic Preservation	

North Smithfield Heritage Association	

2021 Calendars	
	$15	
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Joel Aldrich House  - 76 Great Road - Built 1808

Joel Aldrich Esq. was the son of Judge Caleb Aldrich.  He was a Revolutionary War Veteran and incorporator /vice president of the Smithfield Academy located across the street.  The

building later served as a dormitory for the academy.  The house is currently owned by Nathan and Libby Reynolds (a descendant of Joel Aldrich).

- Image by Christine Keene

1871-2021
Town of

North Smithfield
150 years

The Roger Mowry Family Monument
Located in the Union Cemetery, this unique monument honors the Mowry Family in America.  Built of white bronze and surmounted by the
figure of Hope with one hand resting on an anchor, the monument was erected in the late 19th century by Arlon Mowry.

- Image by Michael St. Jean

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org

