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NSHA’s Look at North Smithfield’s 
Music History Continues 

In the past two issues of the Newsletter, we have explored the 
history of music education in North Smithfield. In November, 
we read about musician and North Smithfield native David 
Rawlings in a wonderful story submitted by his mother, 
Linda Rawlings. In our December issue, we began a series by 
Michael Boday about the history of the North Smithfield 
School’s Music Department, which continues in this issue 
with a closer look, on page 3, at one of the original co-
directors, Alfred Lague, and the department’s so-called Third 
Badge Club, started in the 1970s. 

According to Mr. Boday, North Smithfield “has been most 
fortunate and proud to have many students follow a career in 
Music.” He recently told NSHA: “As memories fade and 
time elapses, I tested my recollections of past students in our 
music program. To refresh my memory, I decided to examine 
the large collection of third-badge pictures collected over a 
period of thirty years at Halliwell Memorial School.” This 
research has formed the basis for NSHA’s Newsletter 
features. This month, we thank Jill Boday for sharing her 
story, on pages 4-5. Enjoy!  

Visit us on Facebook for updates throughout the month.

Help Promote Local History
Please share this newsletter with family and friends! If you have questions or want to learn more, 
please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call 401-447-6394. You can also help by liking and 
sharing our website and Facebook page! They contain a wealth of information about our local history, 
our organization and its many ongoing historic preservation activities. See page 5 for details. 
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FEBRUARY SPOTLIGHT:  
THE LOVELL HOMESTEAD

This story was provided by Alice Lovell Homer, who grew up in the Lovell House and was the last Lovell to 
live there. She sold the house to Muriel Romprey Halloran, her best friend throughout school. 

The Lovell Homestead of North Smithfield came 
into being when Alexander Lovell (1747-1814) 
moved with his family from Scituate, Rhode Island 
and purchased about 80 acres of land from Reuben 
Phillips, with money he earned as a soldier during 
the Revolutionary War. This property is located on 
the intersection of Pound Hill Road and Mowry 
Road on the Douglas Pike. The house and property 
remained in the Lovell Family from March 1793 to 
March 1972, when most of it was purchased by Mr. 

& Mrs. Daniel Halloran. A small cottage and one acre 
of land continued to be occupied by Winthrop and 

Lillian (Lovell) Gilbert until 1980. 

According to research done by NSHA, the property was probably first worked as a 
farm by Robert Teffte in the early 1780s. In 1785, the property was sold to Reuben 
Phillips of Glocester, who built a dwelling and resided on the property until he sold it 
to Alexander Lovell in March 1793. 

The main part of the house is a one-story and attic dwelling, two rooms deep, built 
around a stone chimney. It is typical of the late 18th century homes in this area, built 
shortly after Alexander Lovell bought the property. There are the usual three 
fireplaces downstairs and one upstairs. The original kitchen fireplace is large enough 
to stand in and has a deep beehive oven and wood storage area. The western end of 
the house, built in the late 1800s, is a two-story structure with late Victorian features. 

The property was passed on from father to son over the years and it can be safely 
assumed that Alexander, Darius and George W. carried on various types of farm 
activity.  In the late 1800s, George P. raised sheep and cattle for slaughter. His sons, 
Charles P., Clarence W., and George W., delivered meat by butcher cart to homes 
throughout Burrillville and North Smithfield. In the early 1900s, George P. turned to 
dairy cows and his grandchildren helped peddle milk and garden vegetables house to 
house. A big day for the “kids” was to be treated to candy on the way home. 

(continued on page 9) 

Lovell Farm c. 1785
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THE NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSIC DEPARTMENT
“Memories of past years”

by Michael J. Boday

Movement Two — “The First Years” 
In December, we learned about the first two co-directors of the music department in 
North Smithfield—Gene Paquin and Alfred Lague. Who was Alfred Lague?  
 Alfred was a very talented pianist who served in an Army touring Band 
(European Campaign) during WWII. (He married his wife Olga in Texas before 
leaving the next day for the Army.) When he returned to the states, after a two-year 
commitment, he pursued his musical education at the New England Conservatory in 
Boston, earning both his undergraduate and graduate degrees in piano performance. 
 Mr. Lague was the Director of Music for the Woonsocket School Department, 
before being recruited to establish and organize a music department for the newly 
opened North Smithfield Jr.-Sr. High School. With the full cooperation of principal, 
Paul Joyce, (a trombonist who did some gigs with Lague), the music department began 
a journey to expand the program to include both a Junior High band and two 
elementary bands. 

The Third Badge Club 
The history of the Third-Badge Club can be traced back to 1970, when the music 
department began a program to encourage Halliwell students to practice their musical 
instruments. The expectation was, by offering a concrete incentive to practice; the 
students were more apt to take their instrument out of the case and to spend more time 
on their music lessons. 
 The third-badge challenged the student to play a pre-selected musical work, and 
perform it with no mistakes while maintaining a proper musical tone. After 
successfully performing the work, the student’s picture was taken and placed on the 
third-badge wall.  
 Ironically, as the years passed, more and more students earned their third-badge, 
and it became necessary to expand the program. In the years to come, the music 
program added a fourth-badge, a Theory Pin, and a Scale, Rhythm, and Rudiment 
award.  If a student completed all of the afore mentioned awards, he or she would earn 
the Olympic Award. 

Thank you to Michael Boday for sharing these great stories about music education in NS!  
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NORTH SMITHFIELD MUSICIAN PROFILE:
Jill Langford Boday

I was born and raised in North Smithfield, and besides a small detour 
to Woonsocket for a few years, I still live in town! I grew up on Black 
Plain Road with my parents, Bill and Judy Langford, my beloved dog, 
Carlee, and a couple hamsters and fish along the way. Growing up, I 
loved to play outside with neighborhood friends, ride my bike, read 
books, play Nintendo games, and spend time with my family, 
especially on vacations to New Hampshire. 

My musical roots began by watching my dad, Bill, play his guitar. He had been a 
professional gigging musician throughout the 60s and 70s, playing with different 
cover bands, such as the Twilighters, the Mark Six Revue, and The Bill Langford 
Five. My mom, Judy, took piano lessons, and 
loved to sing. Both of my parents were highly 
involved in North Smithfield’s community. Judy 
was a teacher and later a guidance counselor at 
North Smithfield Jr./Sr. High School, and Bill was 
the custodian at Kendall Dean School and North 
Smithfield Elementary School. As a family we 
attended the Slatersville Congregational Church, 
singing in the choirs and later performing with the 
Handbell Choir. 

As a young child, I began singing in the Slatersville 
Congregational Church’s Cherub Choir and then the 
Junior Choir under the direction of Linda Cormier. At 
the age of nine I began piano lessons with Alan 
Glasser, a former resident of North Smithfield, and 
started to play the drums and bells at the age of 10 in 
fifth grade, taught by Mike Boday. I participated in 
several adjudications on piano, drums, and bells at the 
Rhode Island Solo and Ensemble festivals each 
spring. The music program in North Smithfield, 
starting at Halliwell Memorial School, was the 

catalyst to a lifetime of music-making. During my time at Halliwell, I completed all 
four badges for both drums and bells and received the Fred B. West Music Award in 
sixth grade.                                                                                  (continued on next page) 

Jill’s father, Bill Langford in 1991

Jill and her mother Judy 1998
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Jill Langford Boday (continued from page 4)  
When I reached junior high, my musical endeavors picked up speed. I started learning 
more about the percussion section, which includes all instruments 
that are struck, such as timpani, xylophone, drum set, chimes, 
marimba, etc. I started taking percussion lessons with Dennis 
St.Germain, who was the band director at North Smithfield Jr./Sr. 
High School at that time. After Dennis left his position, I was 
introduced to Fritz Benz, who would be my band director all the way 
through senior year. I also participated in the North Smithfield 
Chorus and took a music theory class, both with Regina McAdam.  
I continued in the band, participating in more Solo and Ensemble festivals and All-
State Bands, sponsored by the Rhode Island Music Educators Association. During my 
senior year I was accepted into the National Band Association National Honor Band 
which performed in San Antonio, Texas. I gave private piano and percussion lessons 
to beginner students during high school all the way into my career. 
Throughout my school career, all of my music teachers were very influential in many 
ways, shaping me into not just the professional musician I am today, but the positive 
person and public servant I aim to be. The music program in North Smithfield gave 
me a solid foundation and sense of expression, teamwork, reflection, discipline, and 
accomplishment. It was my saving grace when my dad passed in my junior year of 
high school. It was a foundational force that kept me grounded when my mom passed 
in 2011. Music supported me through some of the most difficult times in my life. I 
wanted to share with students the same joy, comfort, and satisfaction I had 
experienced throughout my life, so I became a teacher. 

After high school, I majored in Music Education at Rhode Island 
College, and several years later I earned a Master’s of Education 
degree from Goddard College. In 2003 I took a position as band 
director at Milford High School in Milford, MA, where I still 
teach today! In a normal, non-Covid year, I teach Band, Marching 
Band, Percussion Ensemble, Music Theory, Hand Drumming, 
Cooperative Music, History of Rock and Roll, and Piano. In 2011 
I was chosen to participate in a month-long residency in Vienna, 
Austria to study the life and music of Mozart, a life-changing 

experience. I am now working towards a Graduate Certificate in 
Arts Administration at Northeastern University. I enjoy living in North Smithfield 
with my husband, Matt (also a music teacher and professional horn and bass player), 
our son Mason, a musical-Jedi-in-training, and our two fluffy white cats, JeanLuc and 
Leia.                                                                       Thank you, Jill, for sharing your story!

Jill on snare drum, 
1998

Matt and Jill in 1998 
with H. Robert 
Reynolds, in the 

National Honor Band
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Announcing the New NSHA Arts & Culture Committee 
Ann Lilley has taken charge of our newest committee, dedicated to preserving North 
Smithfield’s art and culture. In addition to creating a history of local art and culture, 
Ann will oversee acquisition and promotion activities. We are eager to see this 
initiative get under way! The committee will coordinate with the new town 
committee that plans to display local artwork in our public buildings. To help with 
this committee, contact nsha@nsheritageassn.com.

Upcoming Events
*Be sure to like our Facebook page to receive 

updates about upcoming events*
 

Sunday, February 7 ~ 1 p.m. 
Virtual Valley Talks 

Slatersville Documentary Screening: 
Henry Plimpton Kendall 
Zoom Video Conference 

See Facebook Event for details. 
~ 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021 ~ 6:30 p.m. 
NSHA Board Meeting 

Zoom Video Conference 
~ open to all members ~ 

Email nsha@nsheritageassn.org 
~ 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021 ~ 9 a.m. 
North Smithfield Heritage Hike 

Harkness Conservation Area 
Meet at Forestale Schoolhouse 

190 School Street  
~ 

Friday, February 26, 2021 ~ 7 p.m. 
History Night: Kathy Hartley &  

the Museum That Love Built 
Zoom Presentation 

See NSHA website or Facebook page 
for viewing information.

NSHA History Nights
Director of Programs, Freya Hainley, 
continues our monthly History Night 
tradition by using virtual Zoom 
presentations, on the third Friday of 
each month.  

This month, join Kathy Hartley, 
Director and Founder of Hearthside 
House Museum in Lincoln, Rhode 
Island, to discuss how this beautiful, 
local museum and its programs began. 
Question & answer session to follow. 

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org
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New SLATERSVILLE Work-In-Progress Screenings in 2021! 

SCREENING #6 - The Museum of Work & Culture in Woonsocket, RI will be hosting 
SLATERSVILLE’s first screening of the year on the afternoon of Sunday, February 7, 2021. 
The title of this screening is Henry Plimpton Kendall: “They Will All Be My Friends.” 

SCREENING #7 - For the first time, Slater Memorial Museum at Norwich Free Academy 
will host the screening of “The John Fox Side” on the afternoon of Wednesday, March 24, 
2021. 

Audiences will have the opportunity to view these screenings for a limited time. Vimeo 
links will be made available to the public for up to 3 days after the events. Enjoy!

A FILM BY CHRISTIAN DE REZENDES

North Smithfield 150th Anniversary
Despite COVID setbacks, planning continues for at least some events to 
commemorate our town’s 150th Anniversary. School Superintendent Michael 
St. Jean’s son, Jacob, has taken charge of writing a history of the past 50 years.  
We are looking for pictures of local businesses and owners/workers. 

Jody Lamoureux and Liz Keene will design a 150th anniversary Christmas 
ornament. Middle School students will create a time capsule. We plan to 
celebrate in some fashion on March 24, 2021. 

We need men to join the Brothers of the Brush!  The group pledges not to shave 
for the entire year of 2021 (trims are ok). The year starts with burying a razor.  
The group meets monthly, virtually at first, and in person when conditions 
allow. Fun and frivolity is mandatory. Support for community events is 
optional. Likewise, we need women to join the (Sesqui) Centennial Belles.  
Like the men, the group meets monthly, virtually at first, and in person when 
conditions allow.  Fun and frivolity is also mandatory.  Support for community 
events is optional.  Thank you for helping us celebrate this special occasion! 
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Heritage Hall (101 Greene Street)
Heritage Hall remains closed until the COVID crisis passes, and the loss of rental revenues 
has curtailed many of our preservation activities. However, money raised by membership 
dues, calendar and ornament sales, as well as donations and a grant from North Smithfield 
Ambulance and Rescue Association and a Rhode Island Senatorial Grant, have enabled us 
to paint the hall ceiling and interior walls. It looks terrific! See photographs of the progress 
on page 11, courtesy of Charlie Dubois. Thanks to Charlie and the rest of the NSHA 
volunteers working hard to make this special space beautiful!    

Memorial Town Building (1 Main Street)
Charlie Dubois and his team of capable assistants completed renovations to the first-floor 
vault space, the middle office area and half the floor of the end office. They will finish 
painting the two foyers and hallway this week.  See photographs of progress on page 11.    

Volunteers have moved all the archives from Heritage Hall into the vault. EMA offered 
NSHA storage shelves that they no longer need. Once placed in the basement, we can 
complete the move of remaining archive material from the Forestdale School.    

Christian de Rezendes will soon film a video tour of the building that will be posted to our 
Facebook Page and website.  We will then schedule an Open House, followed by a virtual 
Zoom Meeting to receive feedback from the community about other possible uses for this 
historic building. Stay tuned! 

Forestdale School (190 School Street) 
NSHA Director of Preservation, Jeff Harris, continues to work with Architectural 
Preservation Group to restore the exterior of the Forestdale School. Take a ride by and 
check out the work! Workers have replaced or restored most of the exterior siding and trim 
and expect to finish in the next week or two. Next, they will replace one of the front doors 
and the side door. Soon, we hope to install an underground electrical service to the building 
as well as restore the three front windows and stairs.   

The North Smithfield Town Council recently restored $25,000 of capital improvement 
funds, for which we remain sincerely grateful. If Rhode Island voters approve bond 
Question 6 for Arts and Culture in the March Special Election, NSHA can apply for a 
matching grant to replace the roof and restore the remaining windows.  Stay tuned! 
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THE LOVELL HOMESTEAD (continued from page 2) 

The children of George P. were not farmers at heart. Clarence W. held a variety of 
jobs including at age 17 helping to build Fay Bartlett’s barn in Mohegan. The Bartlett 
barn was the largest in the state for a good many years. Later on, Clarence W. worked 
his way into becoming chief engineer for Pontiac Print Works. Clarence spent a good 
many years living in Pawtucket before moving back to the homestead in the late 
1950s. 

Charles P. did a variety of mill work. He also owned and 
operated the first automobile garage in the area in what is 
now the North Smithfield town library building.  He had 
just started his 4th six-year term as town tax assessor at the 
time of his death in June 1959. Charles P. and his family 
left the homestead in summer of 1924 and moved to the 
Parker House (no relation) on North Main Street in 
Slatersville.  Charles P. built a small retirement cottage for 
himself and his wife Hattie just above the homestead in 1946. The cottage was 
occupied by his daughter Lillian from June 1959 to October 1980. 

George W. worked in textiles and built a home on the corner of Mowry Road and 
Douglas Pike opposite the homestead shortly after his marriage to Mabel Carpenter. 
His daughter Barbara was the last Lovell to be born in the Lovell Homestead. The 
happy event took place in Aunt Amey’s bedroom. 

And now we come to Charles Palmer, the last male to carry the Lovell name for this 
branch of the family. He was very active in community affairs including the Boy 
Scouts of America, Civilian Defense units, American Red Cross, North Smithfield 
Ambulance and Rescue Association, and the North Smithfield Volunteer Fire 
Department. Trained in textiles as a young man, he also worked for a short time 
during the Depression in a paper mill in Bar Harbor, Maine with Morgan Monroe, 
brother to Lyle Monroe. From 1938 to 1943, he and his wife operated the Slatersville 
Inn.  In 1943 he joined the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.  

And so ends the Lovell story of North Smithfield, the 
family has scattered and all that remains is a fond 
memory. 

Thank you to Alice Lovell Homer for this wonderful 
story. Alice is pictured here with Bryanna Halloran 
and Murial Halloran,  



�

© Copyright 2021 North Smithfield Heritage Association !10

HISTORIC CEMETERY OF THE MONTH: 
UNION CEMETERY 

The historic cemetery known as NS07, the Union 
Cemetery, covers an area of 39.5 acres and is owned 
by the Union Cemetery Burial Society of North 
Smithfield. As Rich Keene recently recounted, much 
of the history of the cemetery is not known, as the 
records were lost in a fire more than a century ago. A 
search of the historic land records will be required to 
piece together the complete history of this space. 

However, in the meantime, there is a lot we do know about his prominent cemetery in 
one of our town’s historic villages. 

The Union Cemetery has been described in Rhode Island—A Guide to the Smallest 
State (1937) as follows: “On the southern edge of Union Village at the foot of a slight 
decline is the junction with South Main St., of Woonsocket. At the intersection is (L) 
an old Milestone, marked ‘Miles to Boston 47,’ which 
was erected in 1761 when Benjamin Franklin was one 
of the postmasters-general for the Colonies. To the 
right is the Union Cemetery, in which is the Grave of 
Peleg Arnold. For some distance here the left side of 
State 146 forms the boundary line between the city of 
Woonsocket and the town of North Smithfield.” The 
cemetery is described in that book as a “Sprawling 
cemetery with well over 7300 graves.”   

Some stones in the cemetery were transcribed by Ethel M. White and Grace G. 
Tillinghast during the 1930s. It was again transcribed by Roger Beaudry & Paul 
Delisle, during the summer, fall & early winter of 1993. Charles & Martha Benns 

also transcribed a portion of this cemetery, writing as follows: 
“This cemetery contains mostly modern graves, but this section 
has these ancient graves of the Arnold Family and near relatives 
and is well cared for.” Next to the Union Cemetery proper are 
the three historic cemeteries NS031, NS036, and NS037, where 
current-day NSHA members have spent much time cutting trees, 
clearing brush, and resetting stones. Be sure to stay tuned in 
spring for clean-up opportunities at this and other historic N.S. 
cemeteries! 
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Restoration Progress
Pictured here, Secretary of the interior 
Jeanne Marion observes installation of 
new curtains that Martha Shean has made 
for the Memorial Town Building. 

To the right, Gail O’Donnell gives a hand 
cleaning the beautiful woodwork in 
foyers of the Memorial Town Building. 

Here, Martha begins detail painting in the 
Memorial Town Building conference room. 

Thank you Frank from Fresh Start 
Painting for donating staging to help 
our project at Memorial Town 
Building. 

The ceiling, woodwork, and walls at 
Heritage Hall have gotten a complete makeover. 

Thank you to Charlie Dubois and all of the wonderful 
NSHA volunteers working tirelessly during this difficult 
time to improve and maintain our precious buildings! 
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Register for Amazon Smile Today!
Want to help NSHA’s work preserving historic cemeteries and 
other properties? NSHA is listed as a charity on Amazon Smile! 
Amazon will donate .05% of your eligible purchases to NSHA. 
Shop as you normally would at amazonsmile.com, choose NSHA 
as your charity, and NSHA will automatically receive a donation! 
If you are interested in joining, go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598

GIFT SHOP OPEN! 
Our gift shop at the Forestdale 
School continues to offer 
calendars, ornaments, maps, 
books and other items that 
reflect our local history.  See 
our website store to see some 
of the items. To make an 
appointment, contact Louise at 
401-769-8177. We will hold an 
open house and r e sume 
weekend hours once the 
COVID crisis passes.    

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0187598
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CONTACT NSHA 
Email: nsha@nsheritageassn.org ~ By Phone: (401) 477-6394 

By Mail: PO Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876  
VISIT US AT  

Website: www.nsheritageassn.org  
Facebook: @northsmithfieldheritage
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2021 Historic 
NSHA Calendar

Our beautiful 2021 Calendars 
are still available at Wright’s 
Dairy Farm, L’i l General 
Convenience Store (Great 
Road), Leeway Ace Hardware, 
Village Paint Store (Slatersville 
Plaza) and the Forestdale School 
( b y a p p o i n t m e n t , e m a i l 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com or 
call 401-447-6394).   
They only cost $15. We will 
deliver locally for free or mail 
one out of state for an extra $5.        

Please Support Local Historic Preservation	

North Smithfield Heritage Association	

2021 Calendars	
	$15	
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Joel Aldrich House  - 76 Great Road - Built 1808

Joel Aldrich Esq. was the son of Judge Caleb Aldrich.  He was a Revolutionary War Veteran and incorporator /vice president of the Smithfield Academy located across the street.  The

building later served as a dormitory for the academy.  The house is currently owned by Nathan and Libby Reynolds (a descendant of Joel Aldrich).

- Image by Christine Keene

1871-2021
Town of

North Smithfield
150 years

The Roger Mowry Family Monument
Located in the Union Cemetery, this unique monument honors the Mowry Family in America.  Built of white bronze and surmounted by the
figure of Hope with one hand resting on an anchor, the monument was erected in the late 19th century by Arlon Mowry.

- Image by Michael St. Jean

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.org

